SURGERY.
28r.
of the terminal branches of the sympathetic in the thyroid gland, the exciting agent being the metabolism of the gland. Goitre, in connection with exophthalmos and palpitation of the heart, are the cardinal symptoms for the diagnosis of this disease. This trio of symptoms is ascribed to the effect of a pathological innervation of the sympathetic. The goitre interferes with the normal course of the processes taking place in the gland, producing those alterations which react on the nerve and vessels communicating with it. The sympathetic being known to extend its ramifications to the smooth muscles of the orbit, would produce the exophthalmos. As the same nerve also innervates the fibres of the heart, the palpitation of the heart may be explained in the same manner.
The conservative treatment of exophthalmic goitre, by diet, massage, electricity, application of iodine, &c., having proved at the most palliative, Wette 
